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DIARY OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Club Secretaries and others desirous of announcing the dates 
of important fixtures are invited to send particulars for 
inclusion in the following list : — 


1924 

Sept* 27 28 


Eliminating Tests ior Eight ’Plane Competition 
at Lympoe, 

„ 27 - 

Oct* 8 Wireless Exhibition at Albert Hall, Kensington. 
„ 29 

Oct* 4 2-Seater Light 'Plane Competition at Lympue, 
Oct. 2 .... Aero Golfing Society. Autumn Meeting, at 
Moor Park Golf Club, tor A.G.S, Challenge 
Cup presented by Cello n (Richmond) Ltd. 

, , 2 .... Lieut, -Col. H* T. Tizard. A.F.C., F.R.Ae.S, 

(of the Department of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research). Chairman: Inaugural 
Lecture. 

„ 4 .... Grosvenor Challenge Cup Race at Lympne. 

i , .... Schneider Cup Race, Baltimore, 

16 Dr. A. Rohrbach (of the Kohrbach Metall- 

Flugzeugbau Co.) ‘"Large All Metal Sea 
planes.’* before R.Ae.S. 

,,30 Major S. Buchanan, A.F.R.Ae.S. (of 

the Technical Department, Air Ministry) : 
4t The R.Ae.C. Light Aeroplane Competi- 
tions,” before R.Ae.S. 

Dec. 5-21 Paris Aero Show. 


EDITORIAL. COMMENT. 


JN page 574 of this week's issue of Flight 
f we publish a brief report on the United 
States regular day-and-night air mail 
service carried out from July 1 of this 
year. The experimental service had 
shown that night flying along a 
properly organised route was not only 
possible but that it might reasonably 
be expected to give the same regularity as that 
obtained with the original day-time service, when 
mails were transferred to trains for 
and°Nteht trans P ort al night* So far the results 
Air Mails obtained on the regular day-and-night 
service have been most encouraging, 
and it is of interest to note that out of a total of 
80,400 miles flown during the first 15 days of the 
service not a single flight was cancelled. That this 
was not due to a small percentage of the flying being 
done at night is obvious from the statement that no 
less than 26,500 miles were flown- during the night- 
time. 

Out of the 15 nights during which flying was carried 
out eight were stormy, with gales and electrical disturb- 
ances. M But M , the report states, u the mails went 
through,” There is in that statement a justifiable 
pride in the achievement, and one is irresistibly 
reminded of the early days of America's history, 
when the f ' Pony Mail " was carried through by 
daring riders who had to contend with adverse 
climatic conditions, not to mention the risks of 
attack by Indians. It would appear that the same 
proud spirit, and the same traditions are to be found 
among the riders of the air,” who are now doing 
just as important pioneer work as were the pony 
riders of old. We have had in this country a some- 
what similar experience, although on a much smaller 
scale i in the early days of the old A.T, and T,, when 
pilots took their machines across the Channel, no 
matter what the weather conditions, and that at a time 
when ground organisation was practically non-existent. 
Even at the present time our civilian pilots axe doing 
pioneer work in laying the foundation for the great 
air routes of the future, although their task is now 
rendered somewhat less hazardous by a fairly good 
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ground organisation with directional wireless systems, 
weather forecasts, etc. " But the mails went through ” 
must ever be the ideal aimed at, and although we in 
this country are not perhaps making such good use 
of air mails as we might, the spirit of that sentence 
applies equally to whatever load is being carried. 

It is to be hoped that Imperial Airways Limited will 
follow with the closest interest the work being done 
in America on the day and night air mail sendee, and 
that no effort will be spared to develop along some- 
what similar lines night flying between Great Britain 
and the Continent. We have repeatedly pointed out 
in these columns that the distances and conditions 
obtaining here are such that unless and until night 
flying becomes a regular feature on our air routes 
there is not much hope of attracting an increased 
amount of air mail traffic. 

At present the saving in time that may be effected 
by using the air mail to Paris, for instance, is not such 
as to make it worth while to use it. Nor, probably, 
would a night service help matters very much, at 
any rate for mails going no farther than Paris. For 
conveyance beyond Paris, however, it would be a 
different matter, and here the regular working of a 
night air mail would speed up delivery very con- 
siderably. The same applies to letters for Germany 
and beyond, and for Denmark and the Scandinavian 
countries. It is, of course, realised that in many 
respects this country is far less favourably situated 
than is America in this matter of air services. 
Not only do we have to cross fairly wide tracts of 
sea whenever we travel any considerable distance, 
but we have to have agreements with several foreign 
nations before we can even begin to plan a new 7 air 
route. With a little good-will on both sides, however, 
this side of the problem should not be impossible of 
solution. The United States have shown that from 
the technical side there is no reason to despair of 
success. It is now up to us to follow the splendid 
lead which America has given us, and this should be 
one of the first great tasks which Imperial Airways 
should set themselves. 

As to the type of machine suitable for night flying, 
it is impossible to dogmatise, nor have we any wish 
to do so. It seems probable, however, that very 
fast machines will not be required, and that good 
manoeuvrability, unrestricted view for the pilot, and 
low landing speed will be the main features to be 
aimed at. Reliability is, of course, another essential 
condition for success, but it seems at any rate likely 
that, as night-flying machines need not be very 
fast, the three-engined type may usefully be employed 
for a start. That this type is somewhat less efficient 
than the single-engined type will scarcely be denied, 


but as the type should not have to be used except 
over the. night-sections this would not, perhaps, 
matter greatly. At any rate a start will have to be 
made, and that without further delay. Night-flying 
over the sea, in suitable seaplanes, is another im- 
portant development, but probably the land-flying 
type is the more urgently needed at the moment. 

* ■» <■ 

But little more than a week now 
The separates us from the beginning of the 
Commit ions 'P la ™' competitions at Lympne. 

The machines are, for the greater part, 
finished, and such as have not already been flown are 
waiting for engines. That this should be so in many 
cases is none the less deplorable because it is in- 
evitable. The development of an aero engine is 
generally admitted to be a much more difficult matter 
than the development of an aeroplane of new type, 
and for this year the standard motor-bicycle type 
would not have been likely to prove satisfactory. The 
regulations of this year’s competitions are such as to 
impose very severe conditions on the engines used, 
and nothing less than the most excellent workman- 
ship and scientific design is likely to be satisfactory. 
Whether the Air Ministry were wise in limiting the 
cylinder capacity to 1,100 c.c,, when it is generally 
admitted that this will not be sufficient for practical 
work afterwards, is, perhaps, a point open to dis- 
cussion, and may appear to be rather & waste of time 
and money, as engines of larger capacity will have to 
be developed next year. 

On the other hand, a very good case can be made 
out for keeping the engine small, If, for instance, a 
cubic capacity of 2,000 c.c. had been allowed, it is 
quite obvious that there would have been little in- 
centive to designers to strive for aerodynamic effi- 
ciency, and if, as may easily happen, one or two of 
the competing macliines should prove to be very 
much superior in this respect to the average, surely 
we shall have learned something of very considerable 
value. The fact that many of the machines entered 
are normal biplanes does not lead one to expect 
startling performances, but this is in the main due to 
the formula chosen, which places a premium on very 
low landing speed. Nevertheless there are, to our 
personal knowledge, one or two machines entered 
which have already been flowiv, and which have 
demonstrated that much may be done by careful 
design, even along fairly orthodox lines, and we have 
every hope that from the aerodynamic point of view 
the Lympne competitions may result in the produc- 
tion of types definitely in advance of anything 
hitherto attained in the two-seater class. 


“FLIGHT” LIGHT ’PLANE NUMBER 

Next week’s issue of FL1CHT will contain fully-illustrated descriptions of all the machines taking 
part in the Lympne light ’plane competitions. Full-page scale drawings, sketches of constructional details, 
and photographs of the machines will be published, ami the main characteristics will be given in a table, 
from which comparisons may readily be made. The regulations for the actual competitions are outlined , 
and a graph will be given from which the number of marks for a given performance can be read off directly, 
as well as one giving the speed over the triangular course for any time occupied in covering one lap. 
The issue will, we hope, be found to be one of the most interesting ever published by FLIGHT, and will be the 
largest produced since the war. Copies will be obtainable at Hythe and also at the Lympne Aerodrome. 

IF YOU WISH TO BE ABLE TO FOLLOW THE COMPETITIONS, DO NOT FAIL TO OBTAIN 
YOUR COPY OF “ FLIGHT ** FOR SEPTEMBER 2S. 
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THE SOPWITH-HAWKER WOODCOCK 


Bristol “Jupiter” Engine 


All who witnessed the magnificent exhibition of flying at 
the R.A.F. Pageant by Flight -Lieut. Bulman, on the Sopwith- 
Hawkcr " Woodcock / 1 with " Jupiter ,l engine, were much 
impressed by the excellent performance of this machine. 
Designed by the H. G. Hawker Engineering Co. f of Kingston, 
who are now commencing a further batch of these interesting 
machines, the " Woodcock ” may be described as a night- 
flying single-seater fighting machine. Unfortunately, per- 
mission is obtainable from the Air Ministry (and rightly so) 


the engine may be regulated according to the speed and 
altitude. 

The pilot has an exceptionally fine held of vision, and the 
machine exhibits in a marked degree those essential qualities 
of manoeuvrability anti stability, the controls, which are on 
the differentia] principle, incorporating some particularly 
interesting devices. 

The undercarriage is of the oleo type, and is very neatly 
attached to the fuselage. The latter is of orthodox construe- 


The Sop with- 
Hawker ** Wood- 
cock/' with 
Bristol Jupiter * 1 
Engine ; Three- 
quarter front 
view r . 


for publication of exterior views only, and a general description 
without details of performance. The machine has a particularly 
clean outline, and its exceptionally wide speed-range makes it 
eminently suitable for night-flying work, The Bristol 
" Jupiter ,J engine forms the power unit, and the cowTiog has 
been arranged in such an ingenious manner as to form separate 
" helmets ” over each cylinder, the helmets being fitted with 
shutters, operated by the pilot, so that the temperature of 


tion. and rhe tail is adjustable from the pilot's scat. The 
planes are single-bay type, of timber and fabric, but tests 
with a metal construction plane have proved very successful, 
and the production machines will probably be so equipped* 
The machine has a span of 32 ft., the length overall being 
26 ft., and the height 10 ft. Further particulars, as before 
mentioned, may not be given, but sufficient may be gathered 
to glean that the performance is exceptional. 


THE SOPWITH-HAWKER 


WOODCOCK 


Three-quarter rear view 
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THE UNITED STATES DAY AND NIGHT TRANS- 
CONTINENTAL AIR MAIL SERVICE 


From the United States Post Office Department we have 
received the accompanying map sh owing the route taken 
by the United States Day and Night Transcontinental Air 
Mail Service, which, together with a few notes on this service, 
wc think will be of special interest to our readers. The original 
Transcontinental Air Mail Service between New York and 
San Francisco, it will be remembered t was operated during 
daylight only, the mails being carried over certain portions 
of the route during the night by train, While this arrange- 
ment resulted in an important saving of time as compared 
with the ordinary land method of mail transport, it was 
obvious that if the mails could be transported by air over 
the whole route, by night as well as by day, the time taken 
for coast -to- coast delivery of mails would be considerably 
reduced. Thus, in August, 1923, the United States Air Mail 
Service carried out a series of tests for the purpose of demon- 
strating the practicability of a 28-hour service between the 


zone. This latter constitutes the first regular lighted airway 
in the world, and it is provided with over 300 acetylene- 
flashing lights (of 5,000 candle-power) placed every three 
miles, with 34 7,000,000 e*p. searchlight-type lamps revolving 
on the top of windmill towers at intervals of about 25 miles, 
and with large 500,000,000 c.p. revolving lights located on 
high towers at Chicago, Iowa City, Omaha, North Platte, 
and Cheyenne (approximately 250 miles apart). 

The General Superintendent of the United States Air Mail 
Service, in a report for the first 15 days of the service (starting 
on July 1) made to Second Assistant Postmaster-General, 
states that out of a total of 80,400 miles flown not even a 
single trip was defaulted. Of this total, 26,500 miles were 
flown at night. Of the 15 nights eight were very stormy, 
gales and electrical disturbances presenting a serious problem 
to the service— but the mails went through. Those that 
were delayed on the night-flying division were no later, and 



Atlantic and Pacific coasts by relays of mail 'planes flying day 
and night. 

The results of these experiments — which were described in 
Flight for October 1 1 , 1923— were successful in every way, 
and it was demonstrated that the service could be carried 
out in practice with the same regularity and efficiency as 
that obtaining with the day service, which had been in 
operation since 192J. It was not, however, until julv 1 this 
year that the day-and-night service actually came into 
operation, fur, of course, a considerable amount of work had 
to be done in preparing and improving the " airw ay ” between 
New* York and San Francisco— especially on the night-flying 
section between Chicago and Cheyenne. 

As will be seen from the accompanying map, the route 
includes the following towns : New York, Belief on te, Cleve- 
land, Bryan, Chicago, Iowa City, Omaha, North Platte, 
Cheyenne M Rawlins, Rock Springs, Salt Lake City, Elko, 
Reno, and San Francisco— a distance of 2,680 miles, In 
addition to the numerous emergency landing fields which 
had to be prepared along thi c route, elaborate night-flying 
arrangements had to be made along the Chicago-Cheyenne 


a number of times not as late, as mails carried by surface 
transport systems handicapped by wash-outs. No mail was 
lost, but one "plane was badly damaged and the pilot slightly 
bruised in a 60-mile gale. One hundred and twenty regular 
night landings were made, and ten additional landings at 
emergency fields. These additional landings were occasioned 
by descent of the pilot in advance of a storm, or resulted 
when pilots were signalled dowm by light keepers who had 
bad weather reports. 

As regards the accident referred to above, this, it is stated, 
occurred on July S, when pilot Frank Yager, carrying the 
east bound mail, was forced down at Chappel, Neb., 60 miles 
from Cheyenne. The mail, however, was soon afterward 
picked up by another machine, which was flown over from 
Omaha by pilot Jack Knight, and was safely delivered in 
New York only two hours behind schedule — although very had 
weather, with cyclonic conditions, was encountered en route . 

Use of the service to and from points 500 miles north and 
south of the route is, according to a report from the Traffic 
Manager, increasing. Patronage has been found profitable 
to all those accounting time to be an important factor in their 


SUMMER SCHEDULE OF DAY AND NIGHT TRANSCONTINENTAL AIR MAIL SERVICE 


West-bound 


New York 
Be lief onto 
Cleveland 
Bryan 
Chicago 
Iowa City 
Omaha 
North Platte 
Cheyenne 
Rawlins 


Depart 
_ 10.00 
.,12.4ft 
3.10 
.. 4,15 
.. 6.30 
,, 9.20 
.12.20 
2.35 
5.25 
7.30 


East-bound 


Roc k Sprin gs 9.15 
Salt L'ke City 10.20 
Elko .'.12.50 

Reno . . 3.45 

Total 


am. 

p.m. 

p,m, 

p.m. 

p + m, 

p.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

time 


JET) 

(ET) 

(ET) 

(CT) 

(CT) 

(CT) 

(CT) 

(MT) 

(MX) 

(MT) 

(MT) 

(PT) 

(PT) 

(FT) 


Belief on te 
Cleveland 
Bryan 
Chicago 
Iowa City 
Omaha 
North Platte 
Cheyenne . , 
Rawlins 


Arrive 
,.12.20 p.m. 
* , 2,55 p„nn 
. , 3 55 p m. 
. . 6J5 p.m. 
. „ 9.06 p.m. 
, . 12.05 a m. 
3.15 a.m. 

5.10 a.m. 

7.10 a.m. 


Rock Springs 9.00 a.m. 
Salt L’ke Cityl 1 05 a.m. 
Elko 12.35 p.m. 

Reno , * 3.30 p.m 
San Francisco 5.45 p.m. 


34 hours 45 minutes. 


(ET) 

(ET) 

(CT) 

(CTi 

(CT) 

(CT) 

(CT) 

(MT* 

/MT} 

(MT) 

(MT) 

(PT) 

(PT) 

(PT) 


Depart. 

San Francisco 6.00 r* m 
Reno * . 6.15 a.m, 
Elko ..II ,00 a.m. 

Salt L r ke City 2.15pm. 
Rock Springs 4.15 p m. 
Cheyenne ... 7.15 p.m. 
North Platte 11.05 p.m. 
Omaha . . 2.05 a.m. 
Iowa City 5.10 a.m. 
Chicago * * 7,35 a.m, 
Bryan . . 9,45 a.m, 
Cleveland . , 12,35 p.m. 
Belief on te . . 2.55 p.m. 


Arrive, 


(PT) Reno . . 8.00 a,m. (PT) 
(PT) Elko ..10,45 a.m. (PT) 

(PT) Salt L'ke Citv LOO p.m (PT) 
fMT) Rock Springs 4.00 p.m, (MT) 
(MT) Cheyenne . . 7.00 p.m, (MT) 
(MT) North Platte 9.45 p.m. (MT) 
(CT) Omaha , . 1.50 a,m. (CT) 
(CT) Iowa City . . 4.50 a.m. (CT) 
(CT) Chicago . . 7.20 a.m. (CT) 
(CT) Bryan . . 9.25 a.m, (CT) 
(CT) Cleveland , . 12.20 p.m* (ET) 
(ET) Bellefonte .. 2.35 p.m. (ET) 
(ET) New York . . 5.05 p.m. (FIT) 


Total time : 32 hours 5 minutes. 


Note. — (ET) = Eastern Time ; (CT) — Central Time ; (MT) = Mountain Time ; (PT) = Pacific Time. 
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business transactions. The rates are considered reasonable 
— the charge being 8 cents per ounce (or fraction thereof) for 
each zone or part of zone in which mail is carried by aero- 
plane. There are three zones— New York-Chicago, Chicago- 
Cheyenne, and Cheyenne- Sail Francisco. Thus the rate for 
the total coast-to -coast service is 24 cents per ounce. It is 
hoped that better co-ordination with the rail services out of 

<$> <$> 


the main stations along the route will soon be effected, result- 
ing in considerably improved mail facilities throughout a 
greater part of the United States. Special air mail boxes are 
erected in many of the large U S, cities. 

The table on page 574 of the summer schedule gives the 
times of arrival and departure at and from the various 
stations along the route. 

❖ <s> 



COMMITTEE MEETING 

A meeting of the Committee was held on Wednesday, 
September 10, 1924, at 5 p.m., when there were present : — 
Lieut. -Col. F, K. McClean, A.F.C,, in the Chair, Air Vice- 
M ars h al Sir W, S . Bra n c k er t K.f.B , L i eu t . -Col . M. O. 1 Jar b v , 
Brig. -Gen. Sir Capel Holden, K.C.R., F.K.S., Colonel F\ 
Lindsay Lloyd, C.M.G., C.B.E., Lieut. -Col. A. Ogilvie, 

Lieut. -Col. M. O "Gorman, C.E., Mr. F. Handley Page, and 
the Secretary. 

Election of Members. — -The following new Members were 
elected - — 

Henry Baring. 

A. Kingsley Barrett. 

Flying Officer Wallace Ferrier Hamilton, 

Flight-Lieut, David Frederick Lucking. 

John Martin Oakev. 

Flight, -Lieut, Charles Harold Potts. 

Squadron-Leader Cecil Arthur Rea. 

Pilot Officer Joseph Herbert McCarthy Reynolds. 

Walter Potter Savage. 

Thomas Claude Sharwood. 

Capt. William Rodney Winterbottom. 

Aviators * Certificates. — The following Aviators' Certifi- 
cates were granted : — 

7980. Hugh James Shaw Kennedy. July 22, 1924. 

7961, Shamrao Rewaji Dighe. June 26, 1924. 

Committee. — Letter was read from Group -Capt. F. W, 
Bowhill tendering his resignation as a Member of the 
Committee on his being posted abroad. 


Racing Committee. — Report of Meetings of Racing 
Committee held on August 7, 21. and 27, 1924, was received. 

The following items were included in the Report ; — 
Arrangements for King’s Cup Air Race, 

Two-Seater Light Aeroplane Competitions. 

Schneider Cup. 

Air League Challenge Cup. 

Light Aeroplane Clubs,— Lieut .-Col. M. O. Darby 

reported that he and the Secretary had attended the Conference 
3 1 the Air Ministry and had intimated that the Royal Aero 
Club would be responsible for the organisation of Clubs in the 
London District. 

It w T as also reported that the Club was negotiating with its 
affiliated Clubs in Manchester, Glasgow and Birmingham with 
regard to the Air Ministry scheme. 

Air Vice- Marshal Sir W, S. Brancker also reported on the 
progress of the scheme. 

Michelin Prizes.— Letter was read from M. Andre 
Michelin intimating that he would place /80Q at the disposal 
of the Royal Aero Club for prizes to be competed for by 
Light Aeroplane Clubs. 


ROYAL AFRO CLUB RACING FUND 

Lieut -Col. John D. Danville, C.B.E., Vice-Chairman of 
the Royal Aero Club, has contributed £190 to the Club’s 
Racing Fund. 

Offices: THE ROYAL AERO CLUB, 

3, CLIFFORD STREET, LONDON, W. I. 

H. E. PERRIN, Secretary 


M. Oemichen Wins Helicopter Prize 

On September 14 Oemichen made further record flights 
on his helicopter at Arboans, when he made three successive 
tests, each at a height of about one metre, and lifting respect- 
ively deadweights of two, three and four cwts. The stability 
nf the machine was good, and the flights were officially 
observed. As a result of these tests the French Government 
has awarded M, Oemichen a pme of 40,000 fr. 

An Italian Flight Across the Mediterranean 

One of the Domier Wal seaplanes, fitted with 360 h.p 
Rolls-Royce M Eagle IX " engines, which are being built for 
the Spanish Government by the Societa di Construzioni 
Meccankhc of Pisa, made a fine flight across the Mediter- 
ranean from Pisa to Melilla, Morocco, on August 27 last. 
The route followed was via Tolone, Palamos, Barcelona, 
Alicante, Cartagena and Cape Tres Forcas, a total distance of 
about 1,000 miles. This was covered in a non-stop flight of 
10 hr^. 27 mins, at an average speed of 94 ni p.h. The machine 
carried a load of 5,071*7 lbs,, which included pilot and two 
passengers, 

Carlisle-Belfast Air Mail Service 

On September 2 Northern Air Lines inaugurated a new 
air service between Carlisle and Belfast for the purpose of 
carrying mails and newspapers to and from those two places. 
The first flight was made from Carlisle at 9a.m. under ideal 
weather conditions. The route taken is across the Solway 
Firth, along the Scotch coast as far as Stranraer, thence to 
Larne and Belfast. It is proposed to make one trip each 
way per day, and next year it is hoped passengers will be 
Carried as well. 

An Air Base at Auckland 

The Government of New Zealand is establishing as part 
pi the Dominion's defence policy, an aviation base at Auckland. 
In addition to a private aircraft factory there which has been 


purchased by the Government, further aircraft equipment 
will be obtained, all of which will be handed over to the 
Defence Department as an auxiliary branch. 

Manchester Aerodrome to Go 

All efforts to save Alexandra Park as an aerodrome 
have failed, and instructions have now been issued to put 
up the whole of the ground to be sold by auction in small 
lots. If the ground could not be kept on as an aerodrome, 
efforts were being made to retain it as an open space or 
exhibition ground for the town, but even these efforts failed. 

A Fine Flight by Sacadura Cabral 

Commander Sacadura Cabral, of the Portuguese Navy, 
who fl.ew across the South Atlantic in 1922, recently made a 
non-stop flight from Amsterdam to Bordeaux. On this 
occasion he was flying a Fokker T.1II monoplane, fitted 
with a Rolls-Royce " Eagle IX " engine, and in addition to a 
mechanic, a quantity of baggage and spares were carried. 
The flight took just under nine hours to complete, and was 
carried out under very bad weather conditions, against a 
strung head wind. From Bordeaux the flight was later 
continued to Lisbon 

Tribute to Portuguese Airmen 

Ma js. Brito Pat a, Barmen to de Be ires and Lieut. Gouveia, 
the Portuguese airmen who, starting from Lisbon last April* 
flew to Macao, a distance of 11,000 miles in !1R hours, were 
entertained at a dinner given at the Trocadero Restaurant 
on September 4 by members of the Portuguese Colony in 
London, the Portuguese Ambassador presiding. Responding 
to the toast " The Portuguese Airmen," proposed by the 
Portuguese ambassador, Mai Faia said he wished to express 
their appreciation of the assistance given them by the English 
authorities in India and Egypt, and also referred to the 
" splendid attempt made by the English aviators to fly 
round the world, who had contended successfully with many 
obstacles and had won the admiration of the world," 
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LIGHT ’PLANE AND GLIDER NOTES 


Those wishing to get in touch with others interested in matters 
relating to gliding and the construction of gliders are invited 
to write to the Editor of Flight , who will he pleased to publish 
such communications on this page, in order to bring together 
those who would like to co-operate, either in forming gliding 
clubs or in private collaboration r 

The date of the Lympne competitions is rapidly approaching, 
and there is consequently fairly feverish activity in the light 
'plane A world . f^T he engine question seems to be the most 


until the day before the opening, and doubtless this year's 
Lympne trials will prove no exception to the rule. 


In the meantime several of the machines have been put 
through their test flights. Among them is the Parnall mono- 
plane with Bristol ** Cherub rt engine, which has been flown 
a good deal lately by Squadron-Leader W. S. Douglas and 
Flight-Lie ut Hollo A. de H. Haig, the latter carrying his wife 



The ParnaU 44 Pixie two-seater light ’plane has a forced landing. On a recent flight the machine came 
down at Henbury owing to plug trouble* It had its wings folded, was pushed through four gateways to 
a larger field * from which it took off quite easily, and returned safely to the Filton Aerodrome. 


serious with which the various firms are confronted, and even 
now several designers are undecided as to what engine to 
fit. The fact of the matter is that except for the Bristol 
Cherub/" which has, as announced in Flight some time 
ago, passed its Air Ministry type tests, the engines produced 
for the competitions have had to be rushed through in a 
vert- short time, and there has been little opportunity of 
carrying out thorough tests. It is, of course, one thing to 
run an engine on a very substantial and rigid test bench 
and quite another to run them in such a flexible and resilient 


as passenger on several occasions. The other day the f< Pixie 
III " had to make a forced landing at Hen bun'. The trouble 
was with the sparking plugs, and the landing had to be 
effected in a very small held. K very thing went off well, 
and neither the machine nor the pilot, Squadron-Leader 
Douglas, was damaged. The wings of the ” Pixie III 
were folded, and the machine was pushed through no less 
than four gateways into a larger fie Id t from which the 
machine took off successfully and arrived safely at the Filton 
aerodrome. Some of our photographs show this incident. 



THE BRISTOL BROWNIE ” LIGHT MONOPLANE, BRISTOL " CHERUB ” ENGINE ; Three-quarter 

front view- 


structure as the fuselage of an aeroplane. Then there is the The Short monoplane is already at Lympne, but at the 
question of carburation, and several of the competitors appear time of going to press with these notes she had not been 
to have been having some little trouble with this important flown, the propeller not being quite suitable and another 

problem. However, it is usually the case that machines being in course of construction, The machine makes a very 

entered for an important competition are never quite ready favourable impression, and the ali-Duralumin fuselage looks 
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THE m A*NLE«C* II ” LIGHT MONOPLANE : This three-quarter front view gives a good idea of the lines 
of the machine, which are exceptionally u clean/* Note the inverted position of the 1,100-c.c. Anzani engine, and 
the manner in which this mounting improves the view. Gravity feed from the tank in the deck fairing 

is also facilitated. 


most workmanlike. The Short monoplane, with its cantilever 
wings and elliptical cross-section fuselage looks remarkably 
4t clean, "and shonid put up a good performance, 

* * * 

The " A*N,E.C. II " of the Air Navigation and Engineering 
Co,, of Addlestone, has now had its AiizaUi engine fitted, 
and is another serious competitor. The engine is mounted 
inverted, after the fashion of the Biackburne engine of last 
year's single-seater, and this, in addition to improving the 
view, has the advantage of facilitating gravity feed. In 
the upright position the Carburettor on the Anzani is placed 
somewhat high, but when the engine is inverted quite a 
respectable ** head JJ is obtained. The pilot of this machine 
in the competitions will be " Jimmy " James, who flew one 
of the A.N,E,C. monoplanes in last year's competitions, 

* * * 

Our attention has been called to an error in these notes last 
week, when it was stated that the machine numbered 3 
in the competitions was a Bristol. It appeared as such in 
the Royal Aero Club’s official list of entries, but we now learn 
that actually No. 3 will be the machine entered by the 
Cranwell Light Aeroplane Club, This machine, we gather, 
has been designed by Flight-Lieut. Comper, A,F,R.Ae.S,, 
and is a side-by-side biplane with Bristol *' Cherub " engine. 
The object of the design was to produce a machine suitable for 
school work, rather than one for the competitions, and it is 
thought that the large fuselage area resulting from the side- 
by-side position ol the occupant s may have ;e certain amount 


of detrimental eh'ect on performance. However, even at 
that it seems likely that the machine will have quite a credit- 
able performance, and the Cranwell Light Tlane Club is 
to be heartily congratulated on Its enterprise* Tt was hoped 
at one time that Farn borough might enter a successor to the 
' Hurricane/' but this has not been found possible, and so 
the Cranwell machine will probably be the only “ private ” 
competitor 

* * * 

The Cranwell light biplane will not be the only side-by-side 

two-seater in the competition, for we understand that the 
Blackburn " Bluebird " is of this type. The Blackburn, 
however, is to be fitted with a Black b urn e engine* (It is 
rather a mouthful to say “ Blackburn Biackburne Bluebird.") 
The machine is, perhaps* less far advanced than any other in 
the competition, but by " hustling " it is confidently expected 
that the ** Bluebird " will be ready in time. 

* * * 

The Bristol " Brownie " monoplanes are, of course, well 

advanced, one of them having been flying for more than a 
month. These two machines are very similar in general 
appearance, but one has slightly smaller span and area, and 
has steel wings. One of our photographs this week shows 
the " Brownie," from which the general lines may be appre- 
ciated, The machine is fairly large for a light 'plane, and is 
probably the largest in span and overall length of those taking 
part in the competitions. 



ip ■ sg 


5K 


Not a IT e 1 i - 
copier, but the 
Supermarine 
Sparrow T1 light 
biplane# w i t h 
wings partly 
folded. Note the 
three -cylinder 
Biackburne en- 
gine, The man 
on the left* who 
appears to be 
threatening Mr, 
Mitchell with a 
club, is not# we 
hope* really in 
earnest. 
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Pigeon 1 ’ light 
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The Supermarme 4 * Sparrow " has also been out, and is 
shown in one of our photographs this week. The curious 
appearance w-ith wings partly folded will be noted. The 
Blackbume engine is neatly cowled in, it will be seen, and 
incidentally this photograph is, we believe, the first one of this 
engine to be published. 

* * * 

The two Westland machines, the *' Wood Pigeon " biplane 

and the Jl Widgeon J> monoplane, are also ready now, Photo- 

graphs are not available showing the actual machines, but we 
publish herewith two photographs of scale models, which will 
show the lines of the machines. The biplane is of fairly 
orthodox design, but the parasol monoplane, with its tapered 
wing, is more unusual. Both machines are designed to fold, 
this feature presenting quite a problem in the monoplane. 
The solution found is rather neat 

* # * 

“Next week’s issue of Flight should prove of surpassing 
interest to all who have followed the light plane movement. 


It will contain illustrated descriptive articles dealing with all 
the machines taking part in the Lympne competitions, a full 
page scale drawing of each machine being given, as well as 
sketches showing constructional features, and photographs 
illustrating the general lines of the machines. Data relating 
to the machines will be given in the form of a table, from which 
the weights, areas, etc., of the various competitors will be 
easily ascertained. In addition to the descriptions of the 
machines themselves there will be an introductory article 
explaining HJ w T hat it is all about/' and giving an outline of the 
different tests to be carried out. Charts for estimating the 
number of marks given for any particular performance, as 
well as for finding the speed of machines over the course of 
12^ miles, will also be given, and altogether we hope next 
week's Flight will be an issue to be remembered, and one that 
will be of permanent value as a record of the 1924 light 
’planes Visitor^ to Lympne should make a point of taking 
our September 25 issue with them, as it will form an excellent 
guide to the competitions, while at the same time being of 
interest to the layman and engineer alike. 
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THE 


“SUPERMARINE” SPORTS 

Rowing Section Makes Excellent Start 



CLUB 


The Supermariue Sports Club is practically a new organisa- 
tion, and will, it is hoped, prove a welcome addition to the 
recreations of the men and staff of the Supermariue Aviation 
Works of Southampton, When certain alterations and 
additions to the present works buildings, now in progress, 
are completed, the Super marine Sports Club will have a suit- 


vantage will be realised when we state that the gig crew 
scored a win in the local Sou t ham pton Regatta on August 9, 
and thus became the holders, for the veur, of the Macdermott 
Challenge t up. The crew of this boat, shown in one of our 
photographs, were drawn from the wiremen and riggers' 
shops. 



A ^ \ ICTORIOUS SUPERMARINE FOUR-OARED RACING GALLEY : the crew are : Bow, N. Jeans ; 

No, 2 , B. Egerton ; No, 3, W . Bessant ; Stroke, H, Hunt ; Cox, J, Lister, 


able clubroom, etc,, and the various sections of the new club 
will then be able to get going in real earnest. In the mean- 
time the various sections have not been idle, the tennis, cricket 
and football sections having already put in some good work. 
Of this, however, we hope to be able to speak at a later date. 

The rowing section, in spite of its having but recently 


The four- oared galley crew were drawn from thejboat and 
hull shops, and when an old boat wras placed at their disposal 
by one of the old-established Southampton rowing clubs, 
the crew- themselves set to work in their spare time to put 
it into racing trim. They worked to such good purpose that 
on August 23 they won their first race since the formation 



WINNERS OF THE MAC DERM OTT CHALLENGE CUP : A Supermarine gig crew : Bow, G* Broom"; 

No, 2, R. Drew; No. 3, R. Diaper; Stroke, L. Diaper; Cox, J, Lister. 


come into being, has scored two great successes. These are 
all the more creditable wdien it is pointed out that the crews 
were very late in starting training, and in fact did not get 
together for regular practice until the second week in July. 

That they used the short time available to the best ad- 


of the club at the Hythe (Hants) Regatta. This crew are 
shown in their boat in another photograph. We think the 
achievement of the Supermariue rowing section is one of which 
all concerned may well be proud, and wish them the best of 
luck in the future. 


E E E E 


AIR SERVICE RE-UNIONS AND FUNCTIONS 

The 28th Squadron. R.A.F., Old Boys 1 Association, are 
havmg a re union on Saturday, October 4. the function to 
take the form of a supper at 41 The Old Bell," 123, Holborn 
(adjoining* Carnages J, Assemble 6 p.xn. Supper 8,30. As 
suggested at last year s dinner, it has been decided to utilise 


a proportion of the accrued funds of the Association in giving 
this supper free (excluding drinks) to all members. Male 
friends of members will again be welcomed, at a charge of 
4.5. M. a head. 

Applications for tickets should be made to C. T. Hodges 
102, Camden Street, NAV.i, 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE CADETSHIPS 


The Air Ministry announces that a competitive examination 
tor not less than 35 cadetships at the Royal Ait Force Cadet 
College, CranweJl, Fines, will commence on November 18 
next. The written examination will be held in London, and 
other centres in the United Kingdom selected by the Civil 
Service Commission, but the oral tests in French and German 
and the laboratory tests in mathematics will be held in London 
only. The closing date of entry for this examination is 
October 2, and no form of entry will be accepted under any 
circumstances after October 16. Applications should be 
made to the Secretary, Civil Service Commission, Burlington 
Gardens, W. L 

Candidates selected for cadetships as a result of this ex ami- 
nation will go through a two years' course at the College, 
on satisfactory completion of which they will be granted 
permanent commissions in the General Duties branch of the 
Royal Air Force. Full information as to the conditions of 
admission, examination, fees, and course of study at the 
College will be found in Air Publication 121, Regulations for 
Admission to the Royal Air Force (Cadet) College, which 
can be obtained through any bookseller or direct from 
H.M. Stationery Office. Imperial House. Kings way, W.C. 2, 
price 1 5, net. 

It is to be noted that the age limits for the forthcoming 
and subsequent examinations have been amended to 17 1 
to 19^ years. Candidates must have attained the lower 
age and must not have attained the higher age on January 1, 
1925. No exceptions to these age limits wall in any circum- 
stances be allowed. 

Candidates will be examined by the Central Medical Board 
of the Royal Air Force when attending in London for the oral 
and laboratory tests. It has been found in previous examina- 
tions that certain candidates have failed to attain the standard 
of fitness required awing, it is thought, to their having 
neglected to take proper exercise while preparing for the 
educational examination, and it is therefore desired to direct 
the attention of candidates to the care of their health in 
this respect. 

Parents and guardians are strongly recommended, in 
order to lessen the chance of subsequent disappointment, 
to have their sons or wards examined previous to their 
becoming candidates for commissions in the Royal Air 
Force, by a preliminary Royal Air Force Medical Board or 
by a private medical practitioner 


The fees al the Cadet College are £75 a year, and in addition 
a contribution of £80 is required before first joining and one 
of £20 before the commencement of the third term to cover 
the expenses of uniform and books. Cadets receive pay 
at the rate of 5s. a day during their first year at the College 
and at the rate of IGs. a day during their second year. In 
addition, an allowance of Is. a day will be made during college 
terms towards the cost of messing, washing, etc. On first 
commissioning in the Royal Air Force cadets receive the 
rank of Pilot Officer with total emoluments amounting to 
approximately £450 a year, and after 18 months’ service 
they are eligible for promotion to Flying Officer with emolu- 
ments amounting to approximately £540 a year. These 
rate* of emoluments are, however, liable to revision. As the 
unavoidable expenses to which officers are put in the Royal 
Air Force are kept strictly wdthin moderate limits, no candi- 
date need be deterred from applying for a commission by 
the fact that he has no private income* 

Reduced fees are payable in certain circumstances for the 
sons of officers and men of the fighting services. No contri* 
butions towards uniform, etc., are payable for Kings Cadets 
or Prize Cadets ; the former also pay no fees, the latter are 
received at the reduced fee of £20 a year. King’s Cadetships 
may be granted to sons of officers who have died in action 
or in certain, other circumstances and have left their families 
financially reduced. Prize Cadetships (of which at least one 
will be offered at the forthcoming examination) are awarded 
to successful candidates in order of merit at each examina- 
tion. In addition, one Wakefield Scholarship of the value 
of £75, tenable for one year, will be offered for competition 
at the forthcoming examination among candidates whose 
parents or guardians are in reduced circumstances. 

Candidates sitting for cadetships at the Royal Air Force 
Cadet College may at the same time sit for cadetships at the 
military colleges, Woolwich and Sandhurst, and for cadetships 
in the Royal Navy, provided they fulfil the conditions laid 
down by the War" Office and Admiralty respectively. They 
will be required to state their order of preference before the 
examination, and will be offered their first, second or later 
choice, according to their success in the examination. 

This L the last competition which will be held tinder the 
present scheme of examination. Copies of the revised syllabus 
for the June, 1925, and subsequent competitions may be 
obtained from the Secretary, Air Ministry |£ 
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Quantity Pro- 
duction : It is a 
high tribute to 
the success of the 
Napier " Lion " 
engine that the 
Acton factory is 
now so busy on 
the production of 
these engines 
that a large pro- 
portion of the 
works are en- 
gaged solely on 
aero-engine 
work. Our 
photograph 
shows a number 
of 11 Lions ’ near- 
ing completion* 
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THE ROYAL 



AIK FORCE 


London Gazette, August 26, 1024 
Medical Branch 

Flying Officer J. B. Gregor is granted a permaneut comma- in rank stated 
{Aug. 27) ; R- S. MacLatcby is granted a short service commn. as a Flying 
Officer, with effect from and with seny* of Aug. 11 ; Flight -Lieut* C. A, 
Harrison relinquishes his temp, cotmmu on ceasing to be employed (Aug. 8}. 

Reserve of A it Force Officers 

Flying Officer A. Turner, M*M., is transferred from Class A to Class C 
(Aug. 26). The following officers axe confirmed in rank, with effect from 
the dates indicated -.^Flying Officers : B, Hackforth (julv 181 ; S. B. Scott, 
H r Souls by ( Aug, 26). Pilot Officer* A. J. Brewin (Feb* 22) ; PA. Cox, 
G, G, Matthews, W. Rogers, J, M, S. Taylor, G, G. Williams* G. V. Yorke 
(Aug. 26). 


London Gazette t September 2, 1924 
General Ditties Branch 

Air Vice- Marshal F* R. Scarlett, C.B., D.S.O*, is restored to full pay from 
half-pay {September \)\ Air Vice '-Marshal Sir V. Vyvyan, K.C.B., D.S.O, , 
is placed on half-pay, Scalp A (September 1). 

The following Pilot Officers on probation are confirmed in rank (May IP) :■ — - 
J. A. Bramley, H. St, E. Draco tt, M. M. Miin, W. J. Pearson, P. Sl ocum be , 
C. G. C. Sullivan, C, U. G. Tristram, The following Pilot Officer* are promoted 
to rank of Flying Officer F. S. Henderson (June 27) ; D. R, Stewart 
(July 4) ; R. T. H alii well (September 1). 

Stores Bmnck 

Flying Officer F* A. Osborn, M.M,, b placed on the retired list {September 2ju 
Flying Officer W. Vaughan- Shaw is removed from the K.A.F., Hb Majesty 
having no further use for his services {August 21), 

Medical Branch 

Flight Lt. W. E* Hodgins, M*B, (€apt. h R,A*MX ), is granted a permanent 
commission in rank stated (September 3). 

V 

Rescrre of Air Force Officers 

The following are granted commission? on probation in tlte General Duties 
Branch, in the ranks stated (September 2) 

Class A—Ftying Officers. — M* D. Allen, R. Y. Bush, E. S. Clark, S. R. 
Croyden. L. P, Openshaw, E. H. Stuart. 

Pilot Officers — J, S. Napprr. D.CM,, A. H, Partner. 

Class B.— Pilot Officer.-- — H. C, Norman. 

Flight Lt. D. A, Stewart, MX., D.F.C., A.F.C., ceases to be employed with 
the Regular Air Force [August 29) ; Flying Officer R. G. Lawson is confirmed 


in rank (February 26). The following officers are transferred from Class A 
to Class C with effpet from the dates indicated — 

Flying OfftVm,— C. M, McClean (July 22) ; W. H* Oatley (September 2) ; 
j. S + Stubbs j, D,FX„ A*FX, {June 19). 

Pilot Officers.- — C. R. Cot trill {September 2) ■ H. Kirk (September 21. 
Pilot Officer J, C. Montgomery is transferred from Class F to Class C 
(September 2). The. commission of Pilot Officer on probation C, F* Arthur 
is terminated on cessation of duty (July 24). 

Memorandum 

The permission gran red to Lieut. 1 . S. Symondson, MX., to retain his rank 
is withdrawn on his enlistment in the Territorial Army (June 26). 

London Gazette, September 9, 1924 
General Duties Branch 

The following Flying Officers are granted the h on. rank of Flight Lieut. 
( Aug. 21) : — A R. Prendergast, I. E. Brodie, G. MeCLnloek, L. W. H. Phillips, 

R. S* T. Fleming. 

Flying Officer on probation M. J, Du Cray is confirmed in rank (July 23). 
Tht following Pilot Officers are promoted to the rank of Living Officer 
J. S, Newell (June 20) ; F. J. G’Doherty [Aug. 9) ; C. G, II li. Lumsdeu, 

B, J. Finn, B. C, Mason, F. B, Robinson (Sept. 9). 

Flying Officer C. H, W. Moller is restored to full pay from half-pay (Sept. 8). 
Flying Officer E. M. Drummond (Lt, Black Watch), is re-sved, for two years 1 
duty with the Royal Air Force (Sept. 6). Flight LL T. Q. Sttidd, D,F.C*, 
is placed on half -pay, Scale B {Sept. 1ft). Squadron Ldr. N, M. Martin. 

C, B.E, t is placed on the ret. list {Sept, 10). Flying Officer C J . Poole is placed 
on the ret. list (Sept. lfl|. 

T h e s h ort s cr v j ce com mission of Pi lot Offi cer on probation L. M. T. Marescau * 
it terminated On cessation of duty (Sept. 10). 

Reserve of Air Force Officers 

The following are granted commissions on probation in Class A, General 
Duties Branch, in the ranks stated (Sept. 9) ; — Flying Officer D. M. Brighton, 
A.F.C. : Pilot Officer R, W, Jones, 

The following arc granted commissions on probation in Class A, General 
Duties Branch, in the ranks stated (Aug. 19) (substituted for the notification 
in the Gazette of Aug. 19, 19241 — FI vWg Officer A* C. CamrWlLOrdc. A.l .C„; 
Pilot Officer A. J. C. Overal. 

The following Officers are confirmed in rank (Sept. 4) 

Flying Officers.— G* Clapham, A.F.C., C. T, Clark, A. G, Cooper, J. E* L. 
Skelton* G. M. Stephenson, 

Pilot Officers — T. W. Ashton, F* Dismore, G. Goodall, T. A. Priestlcv, 
G* O. Wood. 

Flying Officer, J. A. Rudd is transferred from Class A to Class C (Aug. 6ft) ; 
Fligln Lieut. E. S. Baker is transferred from Class B lo Class C (Aug, 30) ; 
the command of Pilot Officer on probation F* C. Marriott is terminated (Sept. 9} * 


ROYAL AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE 


Appointments. — The following appointments in the Royal Air Force are 
notified 

General Duties Brunch 

Wing Commander. — Hon. L, J. E T v/isle ton * W ykeham -Fiennes , to Station 
Headquarters, Bireham Newton, to com man rl ; 8*9.24. T. G. Hethering- 
ton, C*B*E, to Inland Area Aircraft Depot, Hen low. for technical duties ■ 

15.9. 24, 

Squadron Leaders, — J. V. Steel, U.BJb. to School of Army Co- 
operation. Old Sanuri ■ 8.9,24 C H, HUiotl-Smith, A F.C.* io Arma- 

ment and Gunnery School* Fast church ; 8,9.24 W. II. Dolphin, to Head 
quarters. Inland Area; 18.8.24 J, O. Andrews, D.S.O,, MX., to No 2 
Flying Training School, Pigby : 8.9,24. 

^Flight Lieutenants. H. H laun - to Headquarters, Iraq - 25,7.24, W M. 
Fry, MX,, to Station Headquarter- Bircham Newton, on transfer to Home 
Establishment ; If) .9. 24. T\ L Plant, to Headquarters, Iraq ; 25.7 24 
H. S Broughall, M.C,, P*F,C,. to No. 4 Flvinn Training School, Egypt ; 

1 6.8.24, R. F. L. Dickey, P.S.C., £0 K.A.K Depot: 808.24. 1, Fowler, 

D.S.t A.F.C., to No l ScLichO) of Technical Training (Bpys), Haltms ; 
8 9.24, W. E. G. Mann, DJ\C r , to No, 25 Squadron, Haw kings, instead ol 
to No. 56 Squadron, as previously notified. 

Flying Officers. — H. G. P r Gvenden, tr> No. 7 Squadron. Bircbain New 
tnn j , 1 9.24. Minn Flight Lieut.) V l. de Burgh, to No, 19 Squadron, 

I hixford : 12 9 24. W H. RoutesluV. MX'-, to R.A.F, Cadet CoUegc, Qan 
well t 8.9,24. H. K. Goode, D,S.O,. D.I .C., to No* 2 Plying Training 
School, Digby ; 8.9.24, T. I’, Dewar, t-< Central Flying School, Ujftvon 

8.9.24, A. H. C. Derby, F. A, Pumphrpy. D.C.M,, K. R. Maddox. M, C 
to No. 1 Flying Training School. Ncthcravmi . 8.9.24. J. L\ McKinnon, 
to No I I Squad ron, Netheravnn ; 8.9.24 A. Thomson, to No, 5 Flying 
Training School t Sc aland ; 8,9.24. 

Pilot Officers : T t dc L. Neill, to renni in at No. 5 Flying Training Sch. 
instead of to No* 58 Sqdm T as previously notified* 

The undermentioned officers arc ported on appointment to Permanent 
Commits, from R.A.F. Cadet College : 31.7.24 - J* H. MrC. Reynolds, to 

No, ill Sqdn,, Duxford ; D. A. Boyle and H. R D. Waghorn, to No, 17 
Sqdn., Hawkingc ; A. W. Elias, W. 1 1, du Port and J. T. Ex'e, io No. 100 
Sqdn,, Spitt legate ; J. El. W* Bowdes and J. ( Dun, to No. 39 Sqdu., Spittle- 
gate; R, L. R. Atcherley, to No. 29 Sqdn.. D afford ; G. N. J. Stanley 
Turner, to Sch. of Army Co-ppcration. Did Samm ; J, Warburton and 
L. R. W. TiBard, to No. 13 Sqdn., Andover ; A. B. Kay, to No. 4 Sqdn,, 

3 3 


S. Faro boron pVi : C, S M. Wo ode. to No. 99 Sqdn., Birrham Nowton ; ], A. 

T, Ryder, to No, 19 Sqdn.. Duxford ; H. H Brookes to No. 58 Sqdn,. Worthy 
Down ; K. H* Barlow, to No. 9 Sqdn., Mansion : J M, Denny, to No. 2o7 
Sqdn., Eastchurch ; F. W. McD. aiattfiew?. In Nd. 3 Sqdn.. Up a von ; F VV. 
D- Bmh by, to No. 2 Flying Training Sch.. Digby ; 2i ] 8.24. R H. Giles, 
to No* 30 Sqdn., Iraq ■ 6.8 24. P. R. Stroud, In No. 70 Sndu. t Iraq ; 
6.8.24* 

Stores Branch 

Squadron Leaders {Accountants). — C. CL Mutrfiv, O.B.K., to Headquarters, 
CnastaJ Area : 5*10.24. T. II. Evans, to N" 1 School of Technical Trnlniug 
(Boys). Haltou ; 5,9,24* 

Flight Lieutenant {Accountant) - H* I Gilbert, to No* 4 Flying Trahuug 
School, Egypi : 15.8.24. 

Flying Officer {Stores). — H. Sleigh* to K,A I Dept it un luatudi i to Houti 
I stablishment : I3.ii.24* 

/ Vying Officer (.4 1 eountaiit). — T* 1. Caiger. to No. 5 Armoured Car On, 

Iraq ; 2 8.24. 

M ed ical Bra nth 

Flight Lieutenants: YG G. Weston, M.B in R.A.F, Dvpol t 25.8.24, 
M. Cogfilan. M B-, to Sch of Army C o uporstion, tild Stirum ; 25.8.24. 
i lying Officer : A. DickEou, M.B.. to R.A.F, Depot ; 2.9.24 * 

( ' ho pi 0 ifi B rti nch 

Revel. R, E. V. Hanson, O.B,£.. M.A., tv Sch* nf Tech Training (Mm), 
Mauaton ; (8,9*24. Revd. C, O. R, Wormald. M.A., to Elec, am! Wirde&E 
Sch., FkswrnJown ; I8.9*2 J . 

Royal Air Force {Cadet) Cdlege 

The following is a list of Cadets who successfully completed, on July 3d, 
1924. their course of training at the R.A.F. (Cadet) College, The names are 
arranged in alphabetical order — R, L. R. AtcherJev (winner of E M. Groves 
Memorial Prize), R* H* Fiiarlow, J. E. W. Bowles. D. A. Boyle H. H. Brookes, 
F. M. Denny. T C, Don. W, O. Du Port, A. W. EHas (winner of Afidy Gcrrard 
Fell owe 5 Memorial Prize), J. T* Eve, A, B, Kay, F. W. McMatthnw^, j. H, 
McC. Reynolds, (. A. T. Ryde* G N i St an ley -Turner* L. R. W, HilartL 
H, R. D. Waghorti (winner of Sword of Honour). J, War burton, C. S. M. 
Woody . 
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A New Aerodrome at Hornchurch 

It is reported that the Air Ministry have acquired a large 
tract of land (about 300 acres) at Hornchurch, Essex, about 
20 miles from London, where it is proposed to establish an 
aerodrome, which will form an important part of the London 
Air Defence scheme, 

A World’s Record for Sweden ? 

On August 18 last Lieut. Berndt Kroolc, of the Swedish 
Navy, succeeded in attaining an altitude of 5,690 m. (18,669 

581 


ft.) on a seaplane carrying a load of 250 kfu (551 -25 lbs ). 
This is far Irt excess of the: altitude of 3,76ft m* reached by 
M. Laporte on March 24 last, and of 3,307 m. attained by the 
U*S. pilot Lieut. Rrix in julv, 1923, and if approved by the 
F,LA. will constitute a World $ record tor this class* Lieut, 
Krook was living a seaplane (Brandenburg type ?) built 
by the Swedish Aero Co*, Ltd*, fitted with a 360 h.p, Rolls- 
Royce ° Eagle IX " engine — so once again British aero 
engines have made good. 


September 18, 1924 



ROUND-THE-WORLD FLIGHTS 

Flying in comparatively easy stages, the American world- 
flyers — Lieut. Lowell Smith with Lieut, L. P. Arnold, 
Lieut. Erik Nelson with Lieut, J. Harding, and Lieut. Leigh 
Wade with Serg, Ogden — are slowly but surely making their 
way across the ” States ” to their starting point on the three 
Douglas world -cruisers (Liberty engines). Last week we 
left them receiving a magnificent welcome at New York, 
on September 8, when the Prince of Wales was present to 
greet them. While at Mitchell Field, New York, a telegram 
was received from H.M. King George, addressed to Maj.^Gen. 
Patrick, Chief of Army Air Service, which read as follows : — 
” Will you kindly convey to Lieutenant Smith and the other 
fliers my hearty congratulations on completing, for the first 
time in history, the circle of the world by aeroplane. I have 
followed with interest and admiration the progress of their 
heroic undertaking, ” 

At 9.30 a. the following day/ September 9, they left 
New York for Washington, where President Coolidge was 
waiting to welcome them. When, however, some 70 miles 
from Washington fog forced them to descend at Aberdeen, 
Maryland. It was several hours before they could resume 
their journey, and then Lieut, Nelson experienced minor 
engine trouble, and was forced to land about 20 miles from 
Washington. Lieuts. Smith and Wade proceeded to Wash- 
ington, and Lieut. Nelson followed as passenger in another 
machine. In the meanwhile. President Coolidge and members 
of the Cabinet were waiting at Bolling Field, and when, 
shortly after 2 p.m., the world-flyers did arrive, they were 
accorded another tremendous reception, including a national 
salute of 21 guns. After a cordial and informal greeting 
from the President, the airmen were, as usual, " enter- 
tained/' 

They started off again on September 13, and after a 420- 
mile flight through low clouds and fog, lasting 6 hrs. 40 mins., 
they arrived at Dayton — " the home of the Wright brothers ” 
—where they received yet another tumultuous welcome. 
Another day was spent at Dayton, and on September 15 they 
flew on to Chicago, covering the 294 miles in 2 hrs. 55 mins., 
without incident, except that they were met by an escort of 
eight Army 'planes from the Air Mail Field at Maywood. 

m m m m 

AIR POST STAMPS 

By DOUGLAS B. ARMSTRONG 

Russian Consular Air Post Stamps 

Through the action of the Soviet Government in marketing 
its stocks of obsolete stamps in aid of charitable institutions, 
air post collectors have now the opportunity to acquire 
examples of the extremely scarce official air post stamps 
employed for a few days only in July, 1922, in franking 
correspondence of the Soviet Mission in Berlin transmitted 
by air over the Konigsberg-Moscow route. They were 
suppressed at the instigation of the Ministry of Posts at 
Moscow, and the remainders, which were handed over to the 
Treasury, have just been released. 

The stamps in question are those of the Russian Consular 
service overprinted with an inscription signifying ” Air 
Post R.S.F.S.R.” and surcharged with values in multiples 
*of 12 marks to denote the air post fees per 10 grammes. 
Less than 100 copies of each are said to exist unused, and 
it is stated that all the original " flown covers ” were destroyed 
at Moscow. 

Russian Air Post in 1912 

Probably few air post collectors are aware that a regular 
air mail service was organised by the Aero Club of Russia 
between St, Petersburg, Tzarkoieselo, and Gatchina as far 
back as September 14, 1912. It would be interesting to 
know if any of the aerogrammes used on this occasion have 
survived. 


Early Belgian Congo Flights 

Another series of pioneer air post flights regarding which 
information would be welcome are those made at Elizabeth- 
ville, Belgian Congo, by the pilot Lescartes in 1913. 

German- American Air Post 
Letters and postcards are being accepted for transmission 
to America by the Zeppelin Z.R.3, which arrived at Fried- 
richshafen on July 20 in readiness for its transatlantic flight, 
A fee of 1 gold mark for letters up to 20 grammes in weight 
and 50 pfennigs for postcards is levied, and they must be 
clearly endorsed c/o the Fried richshafen Post-office, where 
a rubber-stamp cachet is applied lettered “ Mit Luftschiff 
Z.R.3 befordert.” 


SOCIETY OF MODEL AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERS 

(London Aero- Mod els Association.) 

A party comprising members and friends of the S.M.A.E. 
will start from Trafalgar Square at S a.m. by motor on 
Saturday, October 4, to visit Lympne. Fare, including 
evening meal, 15s. Anyone desirous of joining the party 
should at once communicate and forward cash to Mr, A. F. 
Houlberg, 45, Bangalore Street, Putney, S.W.* as the number 
of seats are limited. 

The postponed competition for the Flight challenge cup 
will be held on the Paddington and District Aero Club flying 
ground, at Sudbury, on Saturday, October 11, at 3 p.m. 
prompt. 

The competition for self-righting gliders will be held on 
Saturday, October 18 r at 2 p.m,, at Sudbury, 

Arrangements have been made to fix up the necessary 
apparatus for carrying out trials on October 11 at Sudbury. 

A, E. JONES, Hon, Sec * 
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 1923-1924. 

Aeroplanes, airships, balloons and parts thereof (not shown 
separately before 1910). For 1910 and 1911 figures see 
"Flight” for January 25, 1912; for 1912 and 1913, see 
" Flight ” for January 17, 1914 ; for 1914, see ” Flight ” 
for January 15, 1915 ; for 1915, see *' Flight ” for January 13, 
1916; for 1916, see "Flight” for January 11, 1917; for 
1917, see "Flight” for January 24, 1918; for 1918, see 
” Flight ” for January 16, 1919 ; for 1919, see ” Flight ” 
for January 22, 1920 ; for 1920, see ” Flight ” for January 13, 

1921 ; for 1921, see ” Flight ” for January 19, 1922 ; for 

1922 see ” Flight ” for January 18, 1923 ; and for 1923, see 
” Flight ” for January 17, 1924, 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Re-Exports. 

1923. 

1924. 

1923. 

1924. 

1923. 

1924, 

£ 

£ 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Jan. ** 466 

2,213 

60,079 

52,239 

280 

2,219 

Feb. 641 

920 

120,236 

26,349 

3,040 

335 

Mar. . . 589 

11,381 

71,945 

34,113 

689 

509 

Apr. . ,8*508 

373 

167,757 

56,998 

462 

6,014 

May.. 845 

3,426 

55,427 

125,138 

728 

4,162 

June 1,433 

1,219 

141,381 

87,629 

1,410 

2,115 

July.. 192 

1,510 

62,025 

179,292 

1,334 

2; 08 

Aug. 2,054 

687 

57,704 

247.982 

34 4 

950 

14,728 

21,729 

736,554 

809,740 

8*287 

19*012 


If you require anything pertaining to aviation, study 
“FLIGHT’S" Buyers’ Guide and Trade Directory, 
which appears in our advertisement pages each 

week. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 
All Advertisement Copy and Blocks must be 
delivered at the Offices of “ Flight/’ 36* Great 
Queen Street, King sway, W*C* 2, not later than 
12 o’clock on Saturday in each week for the following 
week’s issue. 


FLIGHT 

The Aircraft Engineer and Airships 
36, GREAT QUEEN STREET, KINGSWAY, W.C, 2. 
Telegraphic address ; Traditur, Westceut, London. 
Telephone : Gerrard 1828. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

“ Flight ” will be forwarded , post free f at the following rates : — 
United Kingdom Abroad* 

s. d. ; s. d. 


3 Months, Post Free , . 7 7 
6 „ „ ,,15 2 

12 ,, „ . *30 4 


3 Months, Post Free * * 8 3 
6 ,, „ **16 6 
12 33 0 


These rates are subject to any alteration found necessary 
under abnormal conditions and to increases in postage rates. 

* Foreign subscriptions must be remitted in British currency. 


Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the 
Proprietors of *' Flight,” 36, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, 
W.C, 2, and crossed London County and Westminster Bank , 
otherwise no responsibility will be accepted , 

Should any difficulty be experienced in procuring 14 Flight ” 
from local newsvendors , intending readers can obtain each issue 
direct from the Publishing Office , by forwarding remittance as 
above. 


